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John George Davison with unidentified 
woman at the old Davis Mine. 
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Ed Grove’s first store, A & P Grocery, located at 110 East Main Street in Du Quoin. 








MARSHALL BROWNING HospitaAL AND MARSHALL BROWNING ESTATES 


Marshall Browning Hospital was conceived on 14 Janu- 
ary 1918, when Lillie F. Browning drew up her last will and 
testament, leaving the bulk of her estate to a trust which would 
have the responsibility of erecting and supporting a public 
hospital in or near Du Quoin. She requested the hospital be 
named in memory of her husband “Marshall.” 

Following her death, and in accord with her desires, a 
trust was organized and corporation papers were completed 
on 12 April 1919. The trust included by-laws that were very 
specific in that care should be provided to all and should not 
be related to the ability to pay. She further charged that a 
Board of Directors should be appointed with full powers to 
carry out her wishes. She provided that Board with the re- 
sponsibility of operating the hospital in a sound manner and 
included discretionary powers as to the limits of charity or 
free care. She noted that “The hospital shall never be sectar- 
ian or partisan nor for the personal advantage of any, and that 
the efficient and intelligent relief of human suffering shall 
always be the chief object in view.” 

The first meeting of the Board of Directors of the trust, 
now known as the “Marshall Browning Hospital Association” 
was held on 17 April 1919. Marion Teague was elected presi- 
dent, Louis R. Kelly, secretary and Lucius Smith, treasurer. 
The remaining two members were James Forrester and Harry 
C. Miller. By-laws were drawn and approved, clearly defin- 
ing the duties and responsibilities of all board members. 

One of the first actions on this Board was to purchase 
twenty acres of land at the north end of Washington Street 
from the Illinois Central Railroad. The price was $3,114.50. 


After acquiring the site for the new hospital, construc- 
tion bids were approved on 21 February 1921. General con- 
struction was awarded to H. B. Kravel for the sum of 
$131,932. The bid of $31 per 1,000 bricks was approved 
with the Western Brick Company. The new hospital was 
completed and formally opened for business on 20 July 
1923. 

On 21 August 1935, at the request of the City of Du 
Quoin, a 200-foot by 200-foot parcel of land adjacent to Di- 
vision Street was sold to the city for $200. The purpose was 
to erect a waterworks pumping station. Again at the request 
of the city on 10 November 1958 an additional 200 by 200- 
foot area was sold to the city for an underground water stor- 
age facility. The cost was $10. 

In 1957, Juliette Wall Pope made a major contribution to 
the hospital for the purpose of constructing a new out-patient 
building. The cost of this facility was $48,000 and added 
immeasurably to the hospital’s ability to provide more mod- 
ern x-ray and emergency services. 

As time progressed and building standards changed it 
became apparent in the late sixties that a new in-patient facil- 
ity would be required. The cost of this building was to be 
$2,050,000. To obtain the necessary funds a successful fund 
drive, when added to existing funds, provided about 
$1,000,000 of the cost. Hill-Burton federal funds were ob- 
tained for $267,000. The balance of the cost of $800,000 was 
raised by a Bond issue, which would be paid out by 1987. 
The new building was completed and officially opened for 
occupancy on 16 December 1972. 


Marshall Browning Hospital 








In 1973, in a desire to provide 
appropriate community representation 
on the Board of Directors, the Board 
was expanded by five members: Rob- 
ert Armstrong, Dr. B. R. Fulk, Euta 
Schenk, Jerry Smith, and Reverend 
John Somers. In 1975, one additional 
appointment of Laning Dress brought 
the membership up to its present level 
of eleven. 

The current Board of Directors 
are: Harold Rice, president; Charles 
Genesio, vice president; Mark Maclin, 
secretary and Dan Eaves, treasurer. 
Other members include Mary Olive 
Appuhn, William Eastman, Dr. Craig 
Furry, Richard Haines, Harold Kuehn, Dr. David Marsden 
and Kathy West. 

Over the years many other prominent citizens of Du 
Quoin have served on the Board of Directors of the hospital. 
They were Gene Ator, Gladys Coleman, Marcella Cook, 
Harold Emling, Reverend Fred Fieker, Edward Flynn, John 
Gibson, W. B. Guthrie, Charles Hall, Ray Halloway, Lillian 
Kelly, Dr. B. A. Kinsman, John Maclin, John Maxton, F. Mark 
Miller, Robert W. Miller, Duane Olson, Walter W. Parks, 
Raymond Porter, Thomas Reagin, James Swallows, and 
Adolph Tecklenburg. 

Leadership of the hospital has been vested over the years 
in anumber of dedicated Administrators. They include: Miss 
Lawler, R.N., Grace Spence, R.N., Gladys McCaffery, R.N., 
Miss Baumgartner, R.N., Sally Bennett, R.N., Mary Nancy 
Gannon, R.N., Ruth Swearingen, R.N., Mae (Messing) Byrnes, 
R.N., Susannah Poole, R.N., George R. Rollo, Arthur Allaben, 
C. F, Kerchner, Carl W. Fredericksen, Ray W. Mullins, David 
R. Hosler, and Herbert A. Turk. The present Administrator is 
William J. Huff, who has directed the hospital since 1995. 

Until 1948, when the first lay administrator was em- 
ployed, registered nurses traditionally served as superinten- 
dents, with their responsibilities covering all areas of man- 
agement. At that time the position of “Director of Nurses” 
was originated with Alice Chambers, R.N., assuming this new 
role. Upon her retirement in 1973, Josephine Vercellino, R.N., 
was appointed. Miss Vercellino retired in 1991 and Kay Eubanks, 
R.N., was appointed Director of Nurses. She resigned in 1995. 
Following her resignation, Laurie Kellerman, R.N. was ap- 
pointed Director of Nurses and continues in this role today. 

During the mid and late seventies an extensive effort was 
made to improve and beautify the exterior of the hospital. 
Most of the existing twenty acres were cleared and placed 
into lawns. A new hospital sign was erected and parking lots 
were developed. A major renovation of the original hospital 
included replacement of all windows, a new heating and air 
conditioning system and all new interior walls and ceilings. 
This program was completed in 1986 with all lots paved and 
an approved heliopad licensed. In 1987, Marshall Browning 
Hospital completely renovated the second floor of the hospi- 
tal moving inpatient care services to that floor. This opened 
first floor for expanded physical therapy and clinics. 

Also in 1987, Marshall Browning Hospital announced 
an agreement with St. Louis University Medical Center. This 
agreement was a major step toward providing specialty medi- 
cal services locally for the convenience of the community. It 
provided an important link to St. Louis University Medical 
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Marshall Browning Hospital Estates 


Center’s advanced state-of-the art technology. The agreement 
made provisions for Dr. Bernard Chaitman, professor of medi- 
cine, director of nuclear cardiology and director of cardio- 
vascular research, to serve on staff. An agreement was also 
reached with HealthLine Physician Services to provide physi- 
cians to staff the emergency room of the hospital. Since 1987, 
many specialty services have been brought to the community, 
Specialty clinics offered today include Audiology, Cardiol- 
ogy, Counseling, Dermatology, Dietary Consultation, Endo- 
crinology, Gastroenterology, Neurology, OB/GYN, Oncology, 
Orthopedics, Podiatry, Rheumatology, Surgery and Urology. 

In 1996, Marshall Browning Hospital expanded its scope 
of service to include an assisted living facility. This facility, 
named Marshall Browning Estates, is a multi-unit complex 
situated on the east lawn of the hospital. The concept of 
Marshall Browning Estates is designed to add quality to the 
life of the elderly with independent assisted living. The facil- 
ity strives to serve the needs of individuals who are totally 
independent as well as those who may need some assistance 
with their activities of daily living. It provides companion- 
ship and a way of making new friends. The tenant’s monthly 
rental fee includes all utilities with the exception of long- 
distance telephone charges. Each unit consists of a kitchen 
with appliances, living room, bedroom and bathroom. Ample 
storage is provided throughout the unit. In addition to an en- 
try from a central corridor, each unit has an outside exit door 
opening onto a patio. The bathrooms are equipped with spe- 
cial safety features. Marshall Browning Estates provides se- 
curity and peace of mind for the tenant and their families. 
The units are equipped with an emergency call system, smoke 
detectors connected directly to the fire department, and the 
building’s common areas are inspected twice daily for secu- 
rity purposes. Well-balanced tasteful meals are planned and 
prepared by the hospital’s dietary staff. The common areas, 
as well as the grounds, are well maintained by the hospital’s 
housekeeping and maintenance staff. 

In 1998, Marshall Browning Hospital received its Home 
Health license. This will allow the hospital to provide a much- 
needed service to the community. 

With a current operating budget in excess of $13,000,000 
and over 170 employees, the hospital makes an important 
contribution to the local economy. Since 1923, Marshall 
Browning Hospital has continuously provided outstanding 
service to the people of the area. The hospital of 1998 oper- 
ates under the same principles as in 1923, but is vastly differ- 
ent as to the scope and diversity of services that are available. 
As the environment and needs have changed, so has the hos- 
pital and so it will be in the future. 
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PINCKNEYVILLE AMBULANCE SERVICE 


Pinckneyville Volunteer Fireman’s Association Emergency 
Ambulance Service was established in February 1976 when 
Perry Ambulance Service, a private owned company, ceased 
operation leaving Pinckneyville without ambulance service. 

The Pinckneyville Firemen’s Association discussed the 
situation at its regular bimonthly meeting and with seven 
members already holding Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT) licenses, it was decided to establish an ambulance 
service, a not-for-profit organization, governed by a Board 
of Directors to oversee day to day operations. For several 
weeks, emergency service only was provided by installing 
an ambulance cot in the fire Department’s Emergency Truck, 
however, it soon became apparent that other types of service 
was also needed, for example: patient requiring transfer from 
Pinckneyville Hospital to a larger hospital had to be trans- 
ported by out of town ambulances. This problem was solved 
by the acquisition of two hearse-style ambulances until new 
regulations from the state of Illinois required certain specifi- 
cations for ambulances. A grant was applied for and received 
from the state and with money raised through donations, fund 
raisers and fees charged for services rendered, two Depart- 
ment of Transportation approved ambulances were purchased 
in 1977. The vehicle count was up, the amount of calls also 
rose and membership of the ambulance squad was expanded 
to include interested and properly trained EMTs who were 


Tamaroa Ambulance Station 


Willisville Ambulance Station 


able to make transfers or to provide service if an ambulance 
call came in during a fire call. 

It should be noted that the Service was operated by the 
Firemen’s Association, not by the City of Pinckneyville Fire 
Department. The Ambulance Service was separate from the 
city and received no tax support. This situation, as of this 
writing, is unchanged. Pinckneyville Ambulance Service, the 
name by which the organization is now known and which at 
this time serves all Perry County receives no tax money from 
any city government or Perry County. 

The Village of Cutler, located fourteen miles west of 
Pinckneyville, approached the Board of Directors about the 
possibility of an ambulance based in their community to serve 
the Cutler and Willisville area, area coal mines as well as 
rural west Perry County. EMTs were trained and in July 1977, 
an ambulance was stationed in Cutler and remained there until 
February 1995 when it was moved to Willisville due to vol- 
unteer staff mainly residing in that community. 

The Village of Tamaroa, located twelve miles east of 
Pinckneyville, approached the Board of directors about ambu- 
lance service for their community and the north and east rural 
areas of Perry County. EMTs were trained and in August 1979, 
an ambulance was stationed in Tamaroa, staffed by volunteers. 

Originally the Pinckneyville ambulances were kept out- 
side the Fire Station, there being no room in the fire station 
for any additional vehicles. Weather: hot, cold, snow, rain, 
etc. created problems for the crew as well as patients needing 
transport. June 1979, the former Phillips 66 Station on South 
Main street was purchased providing security, garage facili- 
ties as well as a business office. The building has been ex- 
panded and remodeled several times through the years. In 
1984, the need of a third ambulance in Pinckneyville was 
recognized requiring a third garage, which was added to the 
north end of the existing building. Further additions include 
a large meeting/training room and a new business office. 
Pinckneyville, Willisville and Tamaroa ambulances remain 
staffed by volunteers who now receive a small monetary sum 
for responding to calls in an effort to compensate individuals 
for volunteer time spent. 

Pinckneyville Ambulance Service continued to provide 
service for all of Perry County except Du Quoin, which was 
covered by several other companies through the years. The 
Pinckneyville Ambulance Service had considered expanding 
into Du Quoin several times, but circumstances always caused 
the Board of Directors to decide against such a move. Then 
in June 1992, the administrator of Marshall Browning Hos- 
pital in Du Quoin contacted the Board requesting a meeting 
at which time he inquired about the possibility of expanding 
our service to include the Du Quoin area and Marshall Brown- 
ing Hospital. Many meetings were held with Marshall Brown- 
ing representatives, bank president and accountant for financial 
advice, attorney for legal counsel about the pros and cons of 
expansion. This gigantic step would require the purchase of three 
ambulances and equipment. Finally, after weighing the infor- 
mation for more than one year, the decision was made to es- 
tablish the Du Quoin Division of the Pinckneyville Ambu- 
lance Service. Announcement was publicized and operation 
began in July 1993. Ambulances are based at Marshall Brown- 
ing Hospital ambulance garage and have a staff on duty 24 
hours a day for emergency calls. 




















Basic EMT training consists 
of more than 100 hours of class- 
room study along with hands-on 
training in the initial treatment of 
emergencies such as heart attack, 
burns, fractures, respiratory dis- 
tress, bleeding, poisoning, and 
childbirth along with immobiliza- 
tion of patients injured in falls, car 
accidents, etc. 

April 1996 brought new ser- 
vices to Perry County on a daily 
basis. Four automatic external 
defibrillators, which can start the 
heart of a patient found to be in 
certain types of cardiac arrest, 
were purchased and one unit was 
designated for each base. Nearly 
100% of the members of all four 
squads received training and are 
licensed EMTDs. 

In November 1996, 24-hour 
on-duty paramedic ALS (Ad- 
vanced Life Support) service was 
established in Du Quoin and can 
also provide intercept service if re- 
quested by the BLS (Basic Life 
Support) units on scene of emer- 
gencies. A second ambulance sta- 
tioned in Du Quoin is equipped 
and licensed and can be available 
to provide ALS transfers from 
both Du Quoin and Pinckneyville 
Hospitals. The third ambulance in 
Du Quoin is licensed BLS, as are 
the three Pinckneyville ambu- 
lances, the Tamaroa ambulance and the Willisville ambulance. 
All units are also fully equipped with the new pediatric equip- 
ment as per Department of Transportation requirements. 

Pinckneyville Volunteer Firemen’s Association Emer- 
gency Ambulance Service, since changed to Pinckneyville 
Ambulance Service, established 22 years ago in February 1976 
continues to provide emergency and non-emergency ambu- 
lance service for the approximate 22,000 citizens of Perry 
County with eight ambulances. It is an all Ford diesel fleet, 
consisting of the following: 


M18, 1990 van type ambulance stationed in Willisville 
M17, 1991 van ambulance stationed in Tamaroa 

1991 van ambulance stationed in Du Quoin 

1992 mini-mod type ambulance stationed in Du Quoin 
1993  mini-mod ambulance stationed in Pinckneyville 
1993 mini-mod ambulance stationed in Du Quoin 
1994 van ambulance stationed in Pinckneyville 
M20, 1995 van ambulance stationed in Pinckneyville 
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5M18, 20, 21 and 23 were each purchased new in the 
year of their vintage, with 17, 24,12, and 14 purchased as 
used units. 17 and 24 were purchased in June 1996. 12 was 
purchased in September 1997 and 14 in November 1997. 

Following is an alphabetical list of all volunteer and 
employed members including Basic EMTs, EMTDs, EMTPs 
and designated drivers on the rosters of all squads as of 01 
May 1998. Alan Arndt, Jerry Arndt, Travis Atkins, Tina Atkins, 





Du Quoin Ambulance Station 


Patti Bardle, Tom Bardle, Jeff Blair, Ruby Bronke, Tim 
Bronke, Tim Brumley, Randy Edwards, Robin Edwards, 
Becky Etherton, Eddie Etherton, Marc Folden, Larry Galbraith 
Jr., Doug Ferlach, Ray George, Mickey George, Denise 
Gielow, Jim Gielow, Jenny Gossman, Harry Hampton, Kevin 
Hicks, Travis Hicks, Ruth Harris, Larry Jolly, Kyle Keene, 
Clarence Kellerman Sr., Richard Kurtz, Tom Kurtz, Jamie 
Likes, Patsy Lipe, Roy Lipe, Clay McDonnough, Chuck 
McElvain, Kyle Miller, Tammy Nance, Donita Nehrkorn, John 
Nehrkorn, Dennis Quillman, Sarah Quillman, Randy Reiman, 
Greg Roberts, Frank Saunders, Nikki Saunders, Kenton 
Schafer, Barb Schorn, Danny Sizemore, Jerry Smith, Harold 
Valentine, Jason Valentine, Richard Valentine, Georgia Zacher, 
and Kathleen Zacher. 

Pinckneyville Ambulance Service, founded 22 years ago, 
now provides ambulance service for all of Perry County. In 
addition to responding to emergency calls and transfers, the 
ambulance provides contract service for special event cover- 
age at, for example, the Perry County Fair horse races, demo 
derbies and tractor pulls, the Threshermen’s Convention trac- 
tor pulls, other demo derbies, football games at both 
Pinckneyville High School and Du Quoin High School, 
Tamaroa and Willisville special events. Some activities held 
at the Du Quoin State Fairground such as horse races, ro- 
deos, circus, concerts and received the contract to provide 
coverage at the 1997 and 1998 Du Quoin State Fair. The goal 
at this time is to establish paramedic service in Pinckneyville 
in the near future. 
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CiTIzENS BANK OF Du QUOIN 


Citizens Bank of Du Quoin 


Du Quoin National Bank as we knew it, and now Citi- 
zens Bank, can be traced back to May of 1949. The nation 
had emerged from World War II strong and united. Harry S. 
Truman was comfortably seated as the 33" President of the 
United States and the area was eager to get working again in 
the private sector. But, in the City of Du Quoin, there was 
pessimism about control of the local economy under the wing 
of only one bank. Harry Lancaster, proprietor of the Economy 
Variety store, and Ray Provart, manager of the Home Lum- 
ber Company, got their financial statements together for a 
new bank in Du Quoin. The bank was organized with $110,000 
in capital and a $20,000 surplus. The Federal Reserve of 
Springfield, like the people of du Quoin, quickly recognized 
the need for another bank. They were quick to approve the 
charter. 

A. J. Guerrettaz and Victor Ritter were named president 
and cashier, respectively for the new Du Quoin National Bank. 
Ray Provart and Harry Lancaster served as vice-presidents. 
Other stockholders on the board of directors included Dr. G. 
H. Gutridge, Roscoe Provart, Al Harsha and Vincent Riggio, 
all of Du Quoin. The bank’s new home at 4 West Main Street 
was vacated by the Benton Furniture Company and redeco- 
rated. 

It was at Guerrettaz’s retirement that Carl G. Bauer was 
installed as the bank’s president. He had served as executive 
vice-president for many years. John Reminger, Jr., a member 


of the banking staff since 1952, was elevated to the cashier’s 
position. The position of executive vice-president was elimi- 
nated. Ray Provart and Harry Lancaster remained as the 
bank’s vice-presidents. Under the new setup Paul Dickens of 
Chicago, a son-in-law to Guerrattaz, joined the bank’s loan 
department. 

After Bauer’s retirement in 1981 the Board of Directors 
announced the appointment of Daniel H. Eaves as president 
on O01 January 1982. 

During Eave’s tenure Du Quoin National Bank opened 
a facility on South Washington Street and in 1988 purchased 
the Southtown Shopping Center ATM. In 1985 the main bank 
moved to their new building on the corner of Hickory and 
Main Streets. Eaves guided the bank’s day-to-day operations 
from a performance record of $15 million dollars in 1974 to 
approximately $80 million at the time Du Quoin National 
Bank and Citizens Bancshares merged in May of 1996. At 
the time of the sale to Citizens, there were no fewer than 
35,268 shares of stock held by almost 200 shareholders. 

After Eave’s retirement in September of 1997, Dennis 
Lamey, president of Citizen’s Bank of Illinois announced the 
appointment of Steve Cook to president of the Citizen’s Bank 
of DuQuoin. The bank’s ownership is widespread and many 
of those shareholders continue to hold shares of Citizen” stock 
to hang onto this piece of important Du Quoin banking his- 
tory. 





VILLAGE OF CUTLER 





theater, a bank, a black smith shop, a grain 
elevator, flouring mills, restaurants, a hotel, 
and several gas stations. The Cutler Cream- 
ery, famous locally for its ice cream and but- 
ter had been in operation for 75 years when it 
was destroyed by fire in 1962. Norton’s Store, 
a family owned business, operated in Cutler 
from 1908 until 1968. Today, a convenience 
store, Fleetwoods Landing, owned by Frank 
Hepp, occupies the site. Coal mining has been 
the major occupation in the area since the 
early days of settlement, but even as this is 
being written, Consolidated Coal Company 
and Arch Minerals, the two largest compa- 
nies have begun phasing out their operations 
in the area. Although the mines of today are 
strip mines, the early mines were shaft mines. 
In 1945, the county inspector reported visits 
to four different shaft mines, and old timers 
still speak of the Barnard Mine and the Whip- 
Poor-Will Mine, both of which employed 
many local people. 

The Cutler School, built in 1929 and was 
used for classes until 1973, now houses the post 
office, city government offices, a public library, 
an attorney’s office, and a senior citizens’ room, 
plus other recreational facilities. Cutler students 
are bussed to Trico Unit District School Com- 
plex located between Willisville and Campbell 
Hill. The first school in Cutler was a two-room 
frame house. It was replaced by a two-story 
brick structure that burned in 1929. Until the 
Trico District was formed in 1948, both elemen- 
tary and high school classes were held in the 


Luther Smith in front of Smith Brothers’ Store—Cutler, Illinois—late 1920s. Cutler building. 


Cutler, population 523, was established as a village on 
25 February 1873 and was officially incorporated on 10 Feb- 
ruary 1907. The first settlers arrived in the area around 1825. 
The town was named after Cutler Dawson, a builder and sur- 
veyor for the Tamaroa, Chester, and Western Railroad. 

Throughout the years, Cutler has been home to a variety 
of businesses, including general merchandising stores, a movie 
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There are three churches in Cutler. The 
oldest is the Reformed Presbyterian Church that was origi- 
nally established as the Concord or Mound Presbyterian 
Church. It was organized in 1842. The First Pentecostal or 
Tri-County Pentecostal was established in 1923, and the 
Southern of First Baptist Church was organized in 1929. There 
was a Methodist Church, but it closed its doors in the 1930s. 
Submitted by Jackie Carrothers. 





Cutler Village Board—Standing: Alan Glasco, Vernon Kessel, Gerry 
Edwards, Johnnie Mason, and Steve Greer, Seated: Melvin Carrothers, 
Erjuana Hartman (President), and Billie Mikel 
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Cricket Investment Corporation, doing business as 
Cricket Press, was formed 1 December 1986, for the purpose 
of acquiring the assets of-the flat-stock job-printing depart- 
ment of the Call Publishing Company of Du Quoin. The in- 
corporators were F. Hoxie Smith and Daniel W. Smith. On 27 
December 1986, the corporation entered into contract to pur- 
chase the original Brookings Building located at 10 North 
Division Street, one of the oldest brick structures still stand- 
ing in the core of the Du Quoin business district. Complete 
remodeling of the old structure began immediately and be- 
came the home of Cricket Press in April of 1987. 

Tracing its history back to the 19th Century when the Du 
Quoin Evening Call newspaper was founded, Cricket Press 
made its first payroll on 9 January 1987. The principal em- 
ployees were Forrest Dean Black and George Woodcock from 
the staff of the Du Quoin Evening Call. The board of direc- 
tors was formed to include the Messers Smith, CPA Harold 
Emling, and Attorney J. Mark Maclin. 

In May of 1987 Annice Laws joined the staff as graphic 
artist and George Woodcock accepted employment elsewhere 
and was replaced on the staff by Mark Black, a nephew of 
Mr. Dean Black. Janet Carr joined the staff in September re- 
placing Ms. Laws. Cricket Press was gradually moving from 
electronic typesetting into computerized graphics and keep- 
ing pace with the fast changing technology being introduced 
to the printing industry. 

Over the subsequent two years, with the continued infu- 
sion of capital, the company became the largest, most modern 
printing facility in Perry County. Forrest Dean Black retired at 
the end of 1992 after more than 30 years of service in the print- 
ing industry. He passed away on 27 January 1997 leaving a 
legacy of excellent craftsmanship. Entering 1998, after ten years 
of steady growth, the company is still under the stewardship 
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At left, North Division Street is pictured, circa 
1912, showing The Call Publishing Company 
at the extreme right. Note the unpaved street. 
Above is a replication of the sign appearing in 
front of the Call office. Photo is from the 
collection of Robert Morefield.” 


of Mr. Smith and is staffed by loyal and capable employees. 
Mark Black is foreman of the printing department and Patricia 
Daniels is chief graphics artist and office manager. A staff of 
trained assistants are employed on a part-time basis to ac- 
commodate the regular employees as the production load ne- 
cessitates. Mr. Brett Jones, Eugene Gallmeister, and Dave 
Caldwell have been vital contributors to the success of Cricket 
Press throughout its formative years and into the present. 

Cricket Press is represented in both the Du Quoin Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the Pinckneyville Chamber. It has con- 
tinually supported every worthwhile civic endeavor of both 
communities. 





Cricket Press is its present location across the street from the Du Quoin 
Evening Call office. The printing company traces its history back to November 
1895. The original wooden display type fonts and many other relics of the 
early years of the business are still carefully preserved in their type cases. 
Photo by Gene Gallmeister. 








Du QUOIN EVENING CALL 


It was on 2 November 1895 that a fledging newspaper 
made a surprise appearance on the streets of the young and 
growing City of Du Quoin. 

History will record that the Du Quoin Evening Call is 
not only the longest-running newspaper in Du Quoin, but is 
in fact, one of the three oldest, continuously published news- 
papers in Illinois. It is an ageless resource whose ante-bellum 
beginnings have now settled comfortably into an electronic 
age of news gathering and packaging. 

The newspaper is published Monday through Saturday. 
Its publisher is Stephen E. Fisher. 

Closely held stock in the newspaper was sold in Decem- 
ber 1986 by the L. S. Smith Jr. family to the American Pub- 
lishing Company and on | January 1998 several APC news- 
papers became part of the newly organized Liberty Group 
Publishing owned by Leonard Green and Partners. 


EARLY HISTORY 


A Civil War officer, Major A. J. Alden, was the 
newspaper’s first publisher. 

A prominent Baptist minister, Reverend Marion Teague 
had purchased a printing outfit, and with other Southern Illi- 
nois churchmen was preparing to establish a weekly state 
newspaper to be known as the Baptist News. Major Alden 
secured the privilege of using the same plant for publication 
of the daily Du Quoin Evening Call, which would not inter- 
fere with the religious publication. 

The son of the Honorable Roy Alden, who for years pub- 
lished the nearby Pinckneyville Democrat, Major Alden had 
established a number of newspapers in other cities, all of which 
were still alive and prospering. He soon disposed of the Call 
and the newspaper had a number of different hands until 1899. 

In that year a young man who had been a member of the 
plant’s mechanical force, A. W. Essick, became publisher and 
remained associated with the newspaper until his death on 22 
November 1945, when it was purchased by L. S. Smith Jr., 
who died in 1984. 

In its early days, the Du Quoin Evening Call was a five- 
column newspaper, most of which was “‘boiler-plate”—ready- 
made material that was used to fill up space. 

What local material was printed had to be put together 
with hand-set type. 

The city’s first type-setter machine was introduced by 
the Evening Call at the site of its present plant, 9 North Divi- 
sion Street, on 26 March 1915. It was not many years after 
the first typecasting machine had been put into use in the 
printing trade. 

By the late 1940s, the Call Publishing Company was 
operating a bank of three “Intertype” machines, putting into 
type the day’s news as gathered and prepared by its own staff 
and the major wire services. 

In the old days of hand-set type—and even later—the 
Evening Call was printed on a Babcock press into which the 
operator fed paper one sheet at a time. 

A new era in local printing came into being when on 30 
November 1921, the “Comet” press made by the Goss Print- 
ing Press Company of Chicago went into operation. Feeding 
paper from large rolls, the press printed as many as eight pages 
at a time. For almost 28 years the press, a super machine in 


its day, turned out a daily newspaper without a slip. Finally 
on 24 June 1949, a small, bronze drive length broke, causing 
the “Comet” to miss its first scheduled run. Despite the mis- 
hap, the Call’s then-58-year-old record of not having 
missed a regular publication was kept intact by taking the 
type forms to a neighboring city for printing. The Comet 
was retired on 06 August 1951 when a new press that took 
nearly a year to construct, was installed in the offices of the 
newspaper. 

Under the direction of brick mason Orion Green, a press 
“Pit” was dug and cemented so that the large machine could 
be maintained from underneath. The 39-foot-long press 
weighed 44 tons and was capable of turning out 12 pages in 
one section. 

About that time, the newspaper also owned and oper- 
ated one of Southern Illinois’ most complete photo-engrav- 
ing and plate-making facilities in Southern Illinois. At times 
the newspaper was called upon to print not only its own prod- 
ucts, but the Southern Illinois University college newspaper, 
and, on occasion the Carbondale newspaper. 

Linotype parts became harder and harder to come by, 
and were very expensive. Parts were machined, many made 
of brass and in the late 1970s, the newspaper began the tran- 
sition to modifying its press to accept polymer place “saddles” 
on which aluminum-backed plastic plates could be used. Fi- 
nally, by the late 1970s the newspaper was using all photo- 
graphic typesetting equipment. The Compugraphic typeset- 
ters slowly began to eliminate the need for “hot type’ alto- 
gether. 

In 1990, the Goss press was dismantled, and the offices 
of the Du Quoin Evening Call were consolidated onto one 
floor. The building was remodeled to provide even easier ac- 
cess to the community. The newspaper is now printed at a 
central printing plant in West Frankfort. 


Du Quoin EVENING CALL ToDAy 


Today, the newspaper benefits from untold electronic, 
marketing and human resources of Liberty Group Publish- 
ing. Computers and full page color monitors electronically 
compose the news, the ads and the pages themselves. E-Mail 
and Internet are widely used and the newspaper has the dis- 
tinction of establishing one of the industry’s first web site 
home pages. 

The newspaper has merged the talents of publishers and 
editors across Southern Illinois to create an American Week- 
end newspaper supplement and numerous special editions. 
Newspapers at Du Quoin, Murphysboro, Benton, Marion, 
West Frankfort, Marion, Chester, Harrisburg—and even sports 
corespondents at Southern Illinois University—are now linked 
by an electronic E-mail giving newspapers the ability to gen- 
erate stories locally—then send share them. 

The number of special editions has grown. The 
newspaper’s staff is wholly involved in the growth of the com- 
munity—while attempting to report the news honestly and in 
a timely fashion, an aspect of its 102-year history which has 
not changed. 

The newspaper’s mailing address is Box 184, 9 North 
Division Street, Du Quoin, Illinois 62832 and its Internet Web 
Site is http://www.duquoin.com. 
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Tue History Or Tue Du QuoIN STATE BANK 


The Du Quoin State Bank was chartered and opened for 
business on 17 April 1915, on the west side of town in a long 
and narrow building. The building was later remodeled and 
became part of the Du Quoin Eagles Lodge. In 1939, the bank 
purchased the present banking quarters from the Trustee of 
the First National Bank of Du Quoin. The Trustees of the 
defunct First National Bank continued to receive payments 
to complete the dissolution of the Bank. 

In 1977, to provide for continued bank growth, a com- 
plete remodeling and addition, including the new drive-in area, 
was undertaken and completed 01 June 1978. On 05 March 
1979, the Jabr family of Carbondale, Illinois purchased 80% 
of the outstanding bank stock through a tender offer. They 
owned the bank until early 1984. 

In 1984, the Bank was purchased by several local busi- 
nessmen. Shortly thereafter, a portion of the bank stock was 
sold locally to customers and supporters of the Du Quoin State 
Bank. Since this purchase, the Du Quoin State Bank has been 
focused on the Hometown Commitment of a community bank. 


To better serve the customers of the Du Quoin State Bank, 
there are two conveniently located branches. The Southtown 
Facility, which is located on Highway 51 South in Du Quoin. 
The second branch is the Tamaroa Facility, which is located 
on Highway 51 North in Tamaroa. This branch was closed in 
1993 and reopened in 1995. There was a need in the Village 
of Tamaroa and the surrounding areas for a banking institu- 
tion. Du Quoin State Bank met that need. That branch is a 
successful addition to the Du Quoin State Bank and the com- 
munity of Tamaroa. 

Daniel R. Fulk, a Du Quoin native and former FDIC 
Examiner, holds the position of President and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer. Other bank officers and Du Quoin natives are: 
Todd Kuhnert, Executive Vice President, Tom Emling, Vice 
President/Cashier, Cathy Lemons-Chaney, Assistant Vice 
President, and Maria Taylor, Loan Officer. John Rednour, Sr. 
is Chairman of the Board of Directors and major stockholder. 
Ownership remains local and the assets are currently exceed- 
ing the $72,000,000 mark. 








First NATIONAL BANK OF PINCKNEYVILLE 






We live up to our policy--- 
and our policy is to satisfy you. 
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110 South Main Sereet * P.O. Box 100 
Pinckneyville, Hlinots 62274-0100 
Phone: 618-357-2139 






| Independent 
insurance 
Agent . 










We're not much for using 
superlatives - always 
someone out there who has a 
better this or that...but we'd 
go nose to nose with anyone 
when it comes to quality of 
gor our personal service and 
In Pinckneyville community commitment. 


210 South Main Street 
Pinckneywile. tlinors 62274 
(618) 187-9393 


You know us - we know you...that’s what really matters 










When it comes to 
investments... 







OF AMERICA, INC. 


Member NASD, SIPC. 














First National Investments 
: 110 ash Streer © P.O. Box 100 
ewart cknevviile. IL 62274 
Gary St Phone: 618-357-2139 





Securities and insurance products are offered through 

Investment Centers of America, Inc., member NASD, 
SIPC. a registered broker/dealer, and related insurance 
agencies. 
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Gs METALS CORPORATION 


as a age 
An aerial of the GS Metals Corporation. 


GS Metals Corporation east of Pinckneyville. 


GS Metals Corporation located its worldwide headquar- 
ters in Pinckneyville, Illinois at the time of its acquisition 
from the US Gypsum Company in 1987. The Globe Com- 
pany of Chicago constructed the original 140,000 square-foot 
metal fabricating plant in November of 1961 on a 22-acre 
rectangular plot northeast of the town of Pinckneyville. The 
United Sates Gypsum Company acquired the operation in 
1964. The present plant and headquarters is a 300,000 square 
foot facility including 62,000 square-feet of external build- 
ing addition completed since 1979. GS Metals is a closely 
held corporation whose largest stockholders are local resi- 
dents in Perry and neighboring counties. Its sales have grown 


from $15 million to $52 million in the 
last ten years. Employment has grown 
from about one hundred to over 250 
full and part-time employees. 

GS Metals Corporation is a diver- 
sified metal fabricating operation, 
manufacturing, marketing, and deliv- 
ering a continually expanding line of 
metal products and systems used in 
commercial and industrial construction 
worldwide. Well-known products in- 
clude: Grip Strut, Traction Tread, Perf- 
O-Grip, Lambda Lok, premium vari- 
eties of metal walkway plank utilized 
in industrial and transportation appli- 
cation; Rack Deck, Mezzanine Grat- 
ing, and Grate Lock, are louvered 
storage shelving planks, comprising 
an interlocking steel flooring panel 
system. Another GS Metals Division, 
also located at Pinckneyville, pro- 
duces Globe Strut, a channel steel 
metal framing utilized in a multitude 
of mechanical and electrical appli- 
cations; Globetray, a rigid structural 
system of ladder, trough, channel, 
and solid bottom-type trays used to 
transport and support electrical 
cables; and specialty Railroad, truck- 
ing and roofing oriented planking sys- 
tems. A relatively new Telecommuni- 
cations division was formed in 1995 
providing an innovative welded mesh 
support system called Flextray to the 
computer, telephone and Internet sup- 
port industries. Its pioneering growth 
has been another first for GS Metals. 

GS Metals products are manufac- 
tured from steel and aluminum mate- 
rial shipped to the plant via flatbed 
trucks from various mill sources. The 
plant normally operates on a six-day, 
three-shift manufacturing schedule. 
These finished products are distributed 
to service broad markets throughout the 
entire United States and overseas. Pro- 
duction capabilities continue to grow, 
with increasing employment opportu- 

nities drawing from a territory extending from Marion to 
Belleville, Illinois. 

GS Metals adopted the Premier Performance concept 
and its vision of “One Call does It All” in 1993. It offers a 
full complement of engineering, marketing, human re- 
sources, and financial expertise to support any customer 
requirements. They are reinvesting heavily in their long- 
term future with large capital and capacity improvements. 
It is a highly competitive professional organization that 
believes in providing solid value and long-term relation- 
ships, including business, economic, civic, and personal 
growth. 








GRECIAN STEAK AND SEAFOOD HOUSE 


The Grecian Steak and Seafood House opened 
in Pinckneyville on 25 March 1990. Angelo and 
Christy Sandravelis moved their family to 
Pinckneyville from Farmington Missouri to open 
their restaurant. Angelo had been working in 
Farmington at a restaurant by the same name 
owned by his sister and brother-in-law. The 
Sandravelis’ family also includes two daughters, 
Chrissy (born 04 June 1982) and Athena (born 25 
July 1986). 

The “Grecian” has seating for 170 and a meet- 
ing room with a capacity of 46. They offer a choice 
of salad/food bar or menu items and have 23 em- 
ployees at the present time. The Grecian is located 
at 502 South Main Street in Pinckneyville and is 
open seven days per week. 


The Grecian Steak and Seafood House 





Bs 


Angelo, Christy, Chrissy, and Athena Sandravelis 
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KITTEN’S KITCHEN 


The business now known as Kitten’s Kitchen in 
Pinckneyville opened originally as a café, circa 1925, and 
was later bought by Rosie Flowers in the 1930s. For many 
years Rosie’s Café operated in the front portion of the build- 
ing on South Main Street and the owners resided in the back. 
The subsequent owners were Marlene and Jim Rule who 
named it Cassandra’s, after their daughter. Later it was sold 
to Jim and Ella Ragsdale and became known as Ella’s. In 
1983 Kitten and Ronald Lee purchased the business and re- 
modeled the facility to a larger serving area seating approxi- 
mately 150 people. There is no apartment space now. 

Kitten’s Kitchen is open twenty-four hours a day and 
Kitten Lee does most all of the cooking for this popular café. 

This establishment is the oldest, continuous restaurant 
in operation at the original site in Pinckneyville. 


Taken at Rosie’s Café after 1951: Jewel Jones, Faye Koontz, Marie Flowers, Ella Ramsey, Dorothy Day, Elsie Goldman, 
Lena Stanton, Barbara Jones, and Lucille Pursell. Man standing is Rosie Flowers. Rosie and Marie Flowers were the owners 
of the café at that time—now known as Kitten’s Kitchen. Picture submitted by Vickie Miloshewski, daughter of Dorothy Day. 


Kitten Hutchings Lee going to work at Rosie’s—she Kitten and her two Right-Hand girls: Dixie King, Kitten Lee, and Shelly Raines—1998. 
started working there in 1955 at age 12. 





MILLER HEATING, AiR, AND REFRIGERATION, INCORPORATED 


Mitten Heating, Aim & ReFrRiceration, inc. 
New Installation & Service 


TRANE FREE ESTIMATES \@.. 
24 Hour Service CUMATEMASTER 


357-5247 
Kevin Miller - Owner 


Walnut * Pinckneyville, IL 62274 


Miller’s started in 1985 as Miller 
Heating, Air and Electrical and went on 
to become its present name in 1994. The 
Company presently services all heating 
and air brands and also commercial re- 
frigeration. They have a full sheetmetal 
shop and employ four full-time employ- 
ees. Miller’s offers 24-hour service and 
free estimates. Their main equipment line 
in Trane Heating and Cooling products 
and ClimateMaster Geothermal heating 
and cooling. 

The owners are Kevin Miller, Presi- 
dent, and Beth Miller, Vice President. 
Kevin is the son of Roy and the late Sandy 
Miller of Pinckneyville. Beth is the 
daughter of Jim and Clara Wright of 
Pinckneyville. Kevin and Beth have one 
son, Kaleb, and one daughter, Alexandra. 


Miller Heating, Air, and Refrigeration, Incorporated at 610 South Walnut in Pinckneyville. 








Mureuy WALL STATE BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 


Murphy Wall State Bank and Trust Company, the oldest 
bank in Perry County, was established in 1874 by W. K. 
Murphy, George W. Wall, and George W. Parker. Until its 
incorporation as a state bank in 1907, the bank was known as 
“The Exchange Bank of Murphy, Wall and Company” and 
also as “Murphy, Wall and Company, Bankers”. Now in its 
124th year of operation, Murphy Wall State Bank has occu- 
pied three different buildings. Until 1907, business for the 
first 33 years was conducted on the north side of 
Pinckneyville’s public square in the site presently occupied 
by McDaniel’s Furniture. In 1907 a new building was erected 
at 17 West Water Street to house the banking operation. On 
28 March 1983, the bank moved into its current location at 
105 East Water Street, Pinckneyville. 

The present facility incorporates many conveniences, 
including a twenty-four hour teller machine, two drive-up win- 
dows, an outside walk-up window, and a night depository. 
The bank is operated by approximately twenty-four employ- 
ees, with a combined total of more than 124 years of continu- 
ous service to Perry County. 

Leadership of the bank has remained close to the origi- 
nal family, with bank presidents including: W. K. Murphy 
(1874-1911); Joseph Crawford (1911-1923); W. K. Crawford 
(1923-1976); Robert J. Crawford (1976-1990); W. K. 
Crawford, Jr. (1990-1991); and Clark K. Bush (1991-present). 
W. K. Crawford, Jr. continues to serve as Chairman of the 


* 


Board along with Directors: David R. Bigham, Donald D. 
Bigham, Clark K. Bush, J. Joseph Crawford, Billie D. 
Denman, Charles Wilson Roe, and Gene Stotlar. 

Since its establishment in 1874, Murphy Wall State Bank 
has been involved in many changes such as the deregulation 
of banking, the progression of equipment from manual type- 
writers and adding machines to computers and teller termi- 
nals. As the first bank in Perry County on the internet Murphy- 
Wall State Bank embraced the advent of commerce on the 
internet (www.murphywall.com). 

Murphy Wall State Bank formed a one bank holding com- 
pany, Murphy-Wall Bancorp, Incorporated in April of 1994. 

Murphy Wall State Bank has enjoyed continuous growth 
and expansion. Since the first published notice of its total re- 
sources in 1881 of $76,585.88, the bank’s assets have multi- 
plied many times—to a present total in excess of $61,000,000. 

June of 1998 W. K. Crawford, Jr. began his 50th year of 
service to the banking industry. He worked his way through 
the ranks, at Murphy Wall State Bank, as assistant cashier, 
assistant vice-president, vice-president, executive vice-presi- 
dent, and president. In 1990, with the death of his brother 
Bob, Bill was elected Chairman of the Board, a position he 
holds to this day. 

Murphy Wall State Bank continues to focus on provid- 
ing Pinckneyville and Perry County with quality service in 
the twenty-first century and beyond. 


Murphy Wall State Bank 








357-9617 


B.J. Reagan 


Perry County Building Center is located on Route 127 
south of Pinckneyville and is a hardware, lumber and build- 
ing materials center. It is presently owned by Rich and Judy 
Bathon who purchased the business in 1987. 

The business was originally started in 1978 by Miluer, 
Eisenhauer, and Lewis and called, Miluer, Eisenhauer and 
Lewis. In 1979, Gene Eisenhauer purchased Lewis’ share and 
the name was changed to Miluer and Eisenhauer. Then, in 
1980, Gene Eisenhauer purchased the remaining shares from 
Miluer making him the sole owner. Gene Eisenhauer, a cat- 
penter by trade, then ran the business on his own for the next 
seven years. 

When Gene decided that it was time to retire and enjoy 
himself along with his family and especially his grandchil- 
dren, he called Rich and Judy and expressed his desire to sell 
the business. Richard, who had managed Home Lumber for 
thirteen years and was then the assistant manager of Landreth 
Lumber in Carlyle, and Judy, who had worked for Home 
Lumber for three years, decided that this was the move they 
wanted in their life. 

Eleven years later, Perry County Building Center was 
seven employees including Rich and Judy. Their staff con- 
sists of Jeff Gilter, Ricky Nippe, Alan Fox, Paul “Buddy” 
Day, and B.J. Reagan. All of the staff is there to serve you, 
the customer with the motto in mind—“Service is our Aim”. 
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Front: B.J. Reagan, Judy Bathon, Rich Bathon, and Paul “Buddy” Day. Back: 
Jeff Gilter, Alan Fox, and Rickey Nippe 





PERRY COUNTY 
FARM 


BUREAU 


For over 50 years, the Perry County 
Farm Bureau has been actively involved in 
helping the farmers of Perry County “im- 
prove the economic well-being of agriculture and enriching 
the quality of farm family life.” Prior to 1945, the farm fam- 
ily members of Farm Bureau in Perry County were part of 
the Jackson/Perry County Farm Bureau. The first Board of 
directors consisted of the following: William B. Timpner, 
President, Lyle Bigham, Vice President, Henry Winter, Trea- 
surer, Allen Roundtree, Secretary. Herman Emling, W. E. 
Hamilton, Lawrence Egbert, Bernis Provart and Clyde 
McIntyre completed the Board. 











Twin County Service Company was incorporated in December 1931 to 


PERRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU 


“Improve the economic well-being of agriculture and enrich the quality of farm family life.” 


Twin Country SERVICE COMPANY 


| WILLIAMSON ¢ JACKSON ¢ PERRY ¢ SALINE ¢ FRANKLIN 


Highway 13 East P.O. Box 728 « Marion, IL 62959-0728 « Phone (618) 993-2833 * FAX (618) 997-2526 









Bernis Provart was contracted to be the first “Organiza- 
tion Director”. Through the years, the title of this “office” 
has evolved as the farming operations in the county changed. 
Currently, we have a Farm Bureau Manager to oversee the 
day to day operations of the office along with a secretary. 

Policies and projects of the Farm Bureau have changed 
through the years. Standing committees of volunteer mem- 
bers have been formed to meet the needs of the county mem- 
bers. Some high priorities now include farm Safety, Ag in the 
Classroom, Legislative efforts—nationally and locally. 

Farm Bureau has come full circle—as of August 1997, we 
are once again sharing a Farm Bureau Manager—this time with 
Washington County. Brian Puetz is our current manager. Present 
Board members are: Kenneth Bauersachs, President, Vernon 
Mayer, vice President, Alan J enkel, Secretary, Larry Valier, Trea- 
surer, and Orville Bigham, Gary Timpner, Gary Schumaier, 
Doug Bauersachs, Rudy Rice, Paul Kuberski, Jim Lipe and John 
Smith. John Mayer is currently Young Leader president. 

This history was condensed by Helen Mayer from the 
50th Anniversary History of Perry County Farm Bureau as com- 
piled by Clarence McCrary, Farm Bureau manager at that time. 





provide quality petroleum and feed products and also quality service to the 
farming community. Perry County joined Twin County Service in 1936 and has 
been serving the Perry County agricultural community since that time. 

The first two directors from Perry County on the Service Company Board 
were John I. Pyatt of Pinckneyville and R. L. Bigham of Cutler. 


Thanks for the first half century. WE CARE. 














-Perry County Sor, AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 


FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
1948-1998 


The Illinois State Legislature passed the “Soil Conser- 
vation Districts Law” on 09 July 1937. This law allowed the 
state to recognize local soil and water conservation districts 
as the governing bodies to carry out the necessary policies as 
set up by the National Soil Conservation district Law passed 
by Congress in 1936. Mr. J. G. McCall, Farm Advisor for 
agriculture in Perry County, and Mr. Louis Templeton, high 
school agriculture teacher were the two pioneers in starting 
our district. Small country schools were scattered throughout 
the county, and it was at these local schools that the meetings 
were held so that they could explain the proposed Conserva- 
tion District to area farmers. They decided that they would 
have better attendance at these local meetings than they would 
at a central location. At each of these meetings, one person 
was chosen to carry a petition to all the area farmers to get 
the required signatures for the legal organization of the Con- 
servation District. 

The required number of names were obtained, so that a 
referendum vote was not necessary. These petitions were pre- 
sented to the State Soil Conservation District Board. A public 
hearing was held on 11 March 1948, at the Perry County court- 
house. After hearing comments a vote was taken with the 
result unanimously in favor of the district’s organization. Mr. 
Gilbert Bigham and Mr. W. K. Crawford were appointed tem- 
porary directors for the district and they completed the nec- 
essary paperwork to organize the District. The Perry County 
Soil and Water Conservation District was officially formed 
on 20 April 1948. 

Once the District was organized, a governing Board of 
Directors was elected to serve the people of the county. 
Through the years, many area agricultural leaders have given 
countless hours in helping the district to better serve all our 
cooperators here in the county. The current District Board of 
Directors are Gary Reidelberger, David Epplin, Helen Mayer, 
Bill V. Timpner and Rudy Rice (current President of NACD). 
The District has two full time employees, Jeannie Millikin, 
Administrative Coordinator and Martha Morgenstern, Re- 
source Conservationist. Districts develop and carry out long 
range programs of soil erosion control, water management 
and land use. They offer many services to the public so that 
the soil and water resources will be protected and put to their 
best use. Recipients of assistance through the Soil and Water 
Conservation District are asked to become cooperators of the 
District. Cooperators are provided with planning and techni- 
cal assistance in the development and carrying out of a con- 
servation plan. Applied resource management systems, de- 
veloped in the plan, help control soil erosion and water move- 
ment. Every landowner is encouraged by the District to seek 
out the information and assistance needed to find solutions to 
individual conservation problems. As well as assisting indi- 
vidual landowners, the District also provides assistance to 
cities and municipalities. 

The National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture, is 





a primary source of technical assistance to all Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts. Working through the SWCD, the 
NRCS aids individuals, groups and units of government in 
the management of our natural resources. The NRCS em- 
ployees working in the Pinckneyville field office are Robert 
L. Spencer, the District Conservationist, Ron Przygoda, the 
Soil Conservation Technician, and Mike Miles, Engineering 
Technician. 


Service Center 
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Current SWCD Board of Directors: David Epplin, Gary Reidelberger, Helen 
Mayer, Bill V. Timpner, and Rudy Rice. 


emice Center 
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Current Office Staff: Robert L. Spencer, Martha Morgenstern, Jeannie 
Millikin, and Ron Przygoda 


PINCKNEYVILLE GRAIN ELEVATOR 


In 1957, the Zacher family sold the elevator to a group of seven investors, including 
Mr. Bob Huff, who then became manager of the elevator. The group incorporated the facil- 
ity under the name of Pinckneyville Grain Company and leased the facility to Federal North 
Iowa until 1967. The original mill burnt down in 1967. The following year, a new concrete 
structure was constructed, consisting of eight grain silos. This structure held a total bushel 
capacity of 103,000 bushels of grain. The elevator was then leased to B. C. Christopher for 
one season. The group then operated the elevator as Pinckneyville Grain Company from 
1968 to 1982 when it was sold to Merchants Grain. 

In 1983, Merchants Grain and Transportation, Incorporated, purchased the facility and 
immediately constructed three grain storage tanks and a new scale house and office. The 
three new steel bins totaled nearly 900,000 extra bushel capacity, making total capacity 
over 1,000,000 bushels. 

In the spring of 1990, Consolidated Grain and Barge (CGB) Company of St. Louis 
purchased the facility from Merchants for a reported cost of $1,200.000. Scott Lawson was 
the initial manager for CGB Pinckneyville. The facility was placed in the Mound City Re- 
gion of Consolidated Grain and Barge. CGB has the capabilities of shipping grain, via the 
ICG railroad, all the way to the export elevator, Zen-Noh Grain, located at the Gulf of 
Mexico. The company also ships grain to the Mound City location, where it is loaded on 
barges for the gulf. Scott managed the facility until the spring of 1993. At that time, Mel 
Gajewski became the manager and currently holds that position. Currently the facility handles 
nearly five million bushels of grain a year. In 1997, the CGB formed a new division called 
diversified Services. Barbara Gajewski, Mel’s wife, was the regional manager. 


Pinckneyville Grain Elevator 
scale operator, Mel Gajewski, manager. Top: Kim Brand, accounting, Keith Rezba, 
assistant superintendent, Tony Bulla, merchandiser, Diversified Services. 














PINCKNEYVILLE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 


Pickneyville Community Hospital. 


The Board of Directors is comprised of Clark Bush, Edgar 
Hale, Dr. C. W. Roe, Elizabeth Wilson, Leonard Heisner Jr., 
William Weatherford, Nita Kellerman, Steve Biby, and Joan 
Brown. John D. Schubert serves as Administrator/Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer of the Pinckneyville Community Hospital 
District. The Administrative Management team is currently 
comprised of: John Schubert, Administrator/CEO; Kara J. 
Porter, Chief Financial Officer; Eva Hopp, CNE, Director 
Clinics/Ancillary Services; Phyllis M. Keller, Director Hu- 
man Resources; Barbara Brand, Director Off-Campus Ser- 
vices; Randall Reiman, Director Support Services; and Dr. J. 
Gregg Fozard, Director Rural Health Clinic services. 

The Pinckneyville Community Hospital was incorporated 
15 July 1949 as a hospital district. Since that time, it has gone 
through various construction programs. The first addition was 
opened in 1954, The first meeting of the Board of directors 
was held on Monday, 22 January 1951 at the Court House. 
The time and place were designated by Judson E. Harriss, 
Judge of the County Court of Perry County. The first con- 
struction was an addition to the Hiller Hospital which was 
purchased by the district. The members of the Board at the 
time it opened were: Ralph Dunn, Pinckneyville; Henry O. 
Winter, Pinckneyville; Kermit Rheinecker , Cutler; Horace 
Shaw, Cutler; Charles Davis, Pinckneyville; Wesley Heine, 
Cutler; William D. Keene, Pinckneyville; Leo Kellerman, 
Pinckneyville; and Ralph Caveglia, Pinckneyville. 

The building soon became inadequate and application 
was made to the federal government for assistance under the 
Hill-Burton Program as well as other federal sources. A bond 
issue was started for the building. The new fifty-five-bed 
hospital was open in December 1965. The members of the 
Board of Directors at that time were the following: B. L. 
Cameron, William L. Culpepper, M.D., Ernie L. Bigham, Tho- 
mas R. Guthrie, R. L. Kane, D.D.S., Charles E. Davis, Elsie 
R. Schumacher, J. H. Schrader, and Howard Ozburn. 

The hospital filled with patients and many service areas 
were inadequate and further expansion was necessary. In 1977, 


a skilled care addition with forty-four beds was completed. 
Revenue bonds from the Farmer’s Home Administration were 
used for the construction. These totaled $1.8 million of the 
$2.25 million construction and equipment cost. The addition 
helped in placing residents in their home community. Cur- 
rently, in 1998, there are fifty-eight beds in skilled care and 
thirty-two in the hospital. 

Both the hospital and the skilled care unit are licensed 
by the State of Illinois. The hospital is also a member of the 
American Hospital Association and the Illinois Hospital As- 
sociation. The hospital recently formed an affiliation with 
SSM Mary’s Healthcare in St. Louis, Missouri. 

The hospital currently provides the following services: 
medical/surgical nursing care; ambulatory surgery; emergency 
care; monitored cardiac and intensive care; laboratory ser- 
vices; nuclear medicine; electrocardiograms; holter monitor- 
ing; echocardiograms; electroencephalograms; radiology; 
sonograms; C.T. scanning; mammography; blood banking; 
skilled nursing care; Home Health; Hospice; enterostomal 
therapy; pathology; physical therapy; occupational therapy; 
speech therapy; social services; durable medical equipment; 
mobile MRI services; and arranges transfers by ambulance 
and helicopter. To provide better customer service, the hos- 
pital hosts several specialty clinics on a regular schedule in- 
cluding: cardiology, podiatry, neurology, pulmonology, vas- 
cular services, oncology, orthopedics, urology, allergy, oph- 
thalmology, dermatology, gastroenterology and pain control. 

To complement the hospital and further provide much 
needed services in the community, the hospital recently con- 
structed a Rural Health Clinic that houses physician offices, 
exam rooms, and the office for the hospital’s general sur- 
geon. The hospital also occupies a lovely refurbished build- 
ing on the square that houses the Southern Illinois Rehabili- 
tation facility affectionately referred to as the S.IR. build- 
ing. Here, the hospital provides physical therapy and occu- 
pational therapy services as well as a sports medicine pro- 
gram and a comprehensive wellness/fitness program. 

















PyaTT FUNERAL HOME 
1934-1998 


The funeral firm’s 
history begins in 1934 as 
the Hudson-Horner Fu- 
neral Home n_ the 
Hoffman Hotel building 
on the corner of North 
Walnut and West Water 
Streets in Pinckneyville, 
Illinois. In November 
1935, Maruice Pyatt 
bought Hudson’s inter- 
est and became a partner 
with G. V. “Bud” 
Horner. Maurice Pyatt 
purchased Horner’s in- 
terest in 1943, and pur- 
chased the former Hopp 
residence at 309 South 
Main Street and moved the funeral home to that location where 
it remains. In 1953, Richard M. Pyatt joined the firm after 
completing Army service in Korea. The following years fu- 
neral homes were opened or purchased in Oakdale, Nash- 
ville, Ashley, Coulterville, Centralia, and Hoyleton. 

In 1960 the Pyatt Funeral Home in Pinckneyville was 
enlarged to provide a chapel and two additional parlors. In 
1984 the funeral home was again improved with the addition 
of more parking space and sheltered walkway and ramp for 
more comfortable entry and in 1985 a commemoration of 50 
years of funeral service was held to honor Maurice Pyatt. He 
passed away later that same year and his wife, Vey Pyatt had 
preceded him in death in 1979. 

Richard M. Pyatt, along with long-time employees Eric 

Campagna and Richard 
Pacey, operated these fu- 
neral homes and in 1986 
Eric Campagna pur- 
chased the Nashville and 
Ashley funeral homes 
and Richard Pacey pur- 
chased the Centralia and 
Hoyleton funeral homes 
and Richard M. Pyatt op- 
erated the Pinckneyville, 
Coulterville and Oakdale 
funeral homes with the 
help of Randy Harrawood 
who joined Pyatts in 
1986. 

In 1989 Kevin R. 
Pyatt, son of Richard M. 
Pyatt, joined the Pyatt Fu- 
neral Home after college 
and employment as a Fi- 
nancial Planner with 
Dean Witter Company. At 
that same time, Richard 
M. Pyatt joined with nine 
other funeral directors to 


(top)Kevin Pyatt, Kent Epplin, (bottom) 
Randy Harrawood, Richard Pyatt” 


Pyatt-Horner Funeral Home. Maurice Pyatt and Bud Horner. 
Hoffman Hotel Building 1935 on N. Walnut. 


form a new corporation called E.C.I. (Equity Corporation In- 
ternational) and with this new group, then purchased funeral 
homes in O’ Fallon, Illinois, Belleville, Illinois, Fairview Heights, 
Illinois, Troy, Missouri, and Hawk Point, Missouri. With this 
group, they are better able to hold down costs of operation and 
purchase on a larger scale but yet continue to operate the fu- 
neral homes as they have always been operated, with ser- 
vices to the families the single major concern. 

In 1992 Kent Epplin joined the Pyatt Funeral Home. Now, 
with Richard M. Pyatt, Kevin R. Pyatt, Randy K. Harrawood, 
and Kent Epplin those at Pyatt Funeral Home have over 65 
years of family operated funeral service to serve our area. 
“People Helping People” has always been their theme and 
will always be their theme. 


Pyatt Funeral Home 1996 





TAYLOR BROTHERS WELDING SERVICE 


Logan (left) and Lawrence Taylor 1967 


Taylor Brothers began in 1936 when brothers, Logan and 
Lawrence Taylor, decided to open a welding shop in Tamaroa, 
Illinois. They began their business by doing welding for farm- 
ers, sharpening plow shears, and repairing farm equipment. 
They continue to do welding and have added machining to 
their list of services. 

Taylor Brothers is the largest employer in the Tamaroa 
area with thirty-four employees. The business is currently 
housed in a building that was constructed in 1956 with addi- 
tions built in 1962, 1968, and 1978. Taylor Brothers formed a 
family corporation from the partnership in1969. Grant Tay- 
lor, son of Lawrence, and Steve Rice, son-in-law of Logan, 
are currently running the business. Rodney Tuthill, nephew 
of Lawrence and Logan has worked at Taylor Brothers since 
1964 and is currently the shop foreman. Lawrence passed 
away in 1997 but Logan survives, although he is now retired 
from the business. The third family generation was added to 
the business when Rick Taylor joined the company. 

The Taylor Brothers building houses some of the largest 
milling machines in the area that allow them to perform large 
industrial jobs including replacement and repair of large in- 
dustrial machinery parts. They began the machining portion 
of their business in the mid to late 1940s with repairing un- 
derground mining equipment. Their jobs have ranged from 
creating a paddlewheel shaft for a riverboat casino weighing 


ten tons to repairing/machining seventy-ton pieces of equip- 
ment for mining draglines. They welded the giant dipper 
handle from a Marion 5900 shovel used at a Percy coal 
mine. Most of their work is transported by truck because of 
the huge size of the pieces. Taylor Brothers branched out to 
service the needs of other industries after local coal mining 
declined. 

Machine shop services include slotters, engine lathes, 
horizontal boring mills, and vertical boring mills. Weld shop 
services include fabrication, sub arc welding, stress reliev- 
ing, and a computerized burning machine. Additional services 
include steam cleaning and sandblasting, wet magnetic par- 
ticle inspection, ultrasonic testing, transportation capabilities, 
field inspection, and CAD computer technology. 

Taylor Brothers is built upon years of experience, an ex- 
cellent reputation for quality workmanship, reasonable prices, 
prompt service and completion time, honesty, integrity, and 
highly trained and experienced employees. The business, 
based on quality work and service, grew with the mining in- 
dustry in the local area—primarily strip coal mining. Taylor 
brothers provides quality parts and service to their customers 
which has led to an expansion of their business from its local 
beginnings, to covering Illinois, and then expanding to neigh- 
boring states. They now serve mining and other industries 
throughout the United States and Canada. 














Loos EXCAVATING, INCORPORATED 


Larry Loos Excavating established 
in December 1989. Starting out with one 
D7D Caterpillar Dozer, Larry worked 
18-hour days to build a reputation of 
excellence in the excavating field by 
striving everyday to achieve an honest 
days’ pay for an honest days’ work in 
every job. He performs all types of ex- 
cavating work including tearing down 
buildings, building roads, land clearing, 
lakes, waterways, and basements. These 
are just a few of the numerous jobs Larry 
and his employees do each day. Perfec- 
tion and customer satisfaction have been 
his main objectives. 

In December 1997, Larry purchased 
the old Pinckneyville block plant from 
Ventura Sales and Service. Major reno- 
vations and a building addition have ex- 
panded his business to include a second 


Loos Excavating, Incorporated 


business, doing Illinois State Department of Transportation In March 1998 the two Larry Loos businesses incorpo- 
truck testing, heavy equipment and truck repair parts ser- rated into Loos Excavating, Incorporated with its main office 
vice, custom welding, welding supplies sales, oxygen and located at 474 North Gordon, Pinckneyville, Ilinois. 
acetylene sales, car and truck tire service and sales, cus- There are currently eight employees at Loos Excavating 
tom-made hydralic hoses, plus offering an available as- consisting of Larry Loos, Joe Martin, Mike Loos, Marvin Kuhnert, 
sortment of metal stock from angle iron to flat stock. Clarence Loos, Pete Loos, Jim Conway, and Lyla Kozuszek. 


PLACE INSURANCE AND REAL ESTATE 


The Place Agency is a family 
owned and operated business since 
1968 and is located across from the 
Pinckneyville Fire Station at 117 
South Walnut. 

Owners are Shirley Place Welch 
and her children, Kevin Place and 
Cheryl Place Bigham. Working with 
the owners are Dorothy Mohr, insur- 
ance agent and secretary, Judy Huff 
and Roxann Place who work with the 
owners in the Real Estate Department. 

Kevin is married to Roxann 
Schmidgall and they have three chil- 
dren, Eve, Ethan, and Haley. Cheryl 
is married to Greg Bigham and they 
have three children, Macy, Holly, and 
Taylor Nicole. Shirley is married to 
Ben Welch. 

As an independent agency the of- 
fice represents several companies that 
provide all lines of insurance cover- 
ages. The agency’s clientele over the 
past thirty years also provides input 
for the Real Estate market as well. 


Front: Judy Huff, Shirley Welch, and Cheryl Bigham. Back: Dorothy Mohr, and Kevin Place 





TriGGS HoME Grocery IN TAMAROA 


Triggs’ Home Grocery goes back a long way. The Home In 1988, Harold Trigg died and Louise turned it over to 

Grocery, which it was originally called, was owned by the Tom Trigg, their son. Still today the young men come by early 
Blanchard family. The store was in their family for over to have coffee and tell their stories and go to work, then 
seventy years. Years ago, they owned a coal mine north report in after work. Louise still helps in the store and 
of Tamaroa in the days when the mules pulled the coal they still deliver to the sick and the elderly. 
underground. The 
people who worked at 
the mines were paid 
in tokens. They took 
the tokens to the 
store to redeem them. 
In 1942, Townsend 
Blanchard built the 
store where it is now 
located. 

In 1968, Harold 
and Louise Trigg 
bought the store 
where Harold had 
been employed for 
several years. The 
store then was a place 
where the old men 
came every morning ie i 
and had coffee and === aioe site nT 
told their long stories. Trigg’s Home Grocery 





ATKINS CusTOM FLOOR COVERING City OF Du QuoIN 


William Dale Atkins began Atkins Custom Floor Coy- 
ering over forty years ago when he opened his first store on 
Oak Street in Du Quoin, Illinois. He moved his store to Park 
Street in Du Quoin, Perry County, Illinois and remained there 
until six years ago, when he built a new building at 545 
North Hickory in Du Quoin. Atkins Custom Floor Cover- 
ing incorporated in 1993 and currently has eight employees. 

Atkins offers a large variety of flooring products for 
sale and also provides installation of those products. They 
have over 1000 rolls of wallpaper, over 100 rolls of lino- 
leum, over 190 rolls of carpeting, hard woods, and liter- 
ally tons of ceramic tile in stock. Atkins provides service 
to both residential and commercial customers in an area 
extending from Mt. Carmel to Cairo and river to river. 





Sitting: Guy Alongi, John Rednour, Donald Payne, and Richard Woodside. 
Standing: Dale Spencer, Jacqueline Williams, Aaron Atkins, and Mell 
Smigielski. 


The City of Du Quoin City Council members for 1998 
include John Rednour as Mayor, Guy Alongi as Finance 
Commissioner, Don Payne as Police/Fire Commissioner, 
Dale Spencer as Water/Sewer Commissioner, Richard 
Woodside as Street/Alley Commissioner, Mell Smigielski 
as City Clerk/Budget Director, Aaron Atkins as City At- 


torney, and Jacqueline Williams as City Treasurer. 
Atkins Custom Floor Covering, Inc., 545 North Hickory Street, Du Quoin. 































Gary McClure and Tori McDonald 



























RANDAL’S SIGNS 


Randal’s Signs, a Commercial Sign Service at 1244 
South Washington Street, Du Quoin, Illinois, has been in 
business since 1983. Randy Uhe is the owner/operator of 
southern Illinois’ most unique sign shop that performs truck 
lettering, windows, billboads, electric signs, and much 
more. Randal’s Signs can be contacted at 542-8922. 


Randal’s Signs 


NEAL-Mc CLURE FUNERAL HOME 


Neal-McClure 
Funeral Home of 
Du Quoin contin- 
ues a tradition of 
service that was es- 
tablished by the 
McClure family in 
our country’s for- 
mative years, as 
well as those of 
early Perry County. 
Captain John 
McClure gave his 
life for the cause of 
freedom in the 
Revolutionary War. 
When his grandson, 
Samuel McClure, 
settled in Perry 


County in 1830, he brought the family ideals of honor and 
duty with him. Samuel’s great-great grandsons, Gary and 
Michael McClure, along with Gary’s daughter, Tori 
McDonald, represent the second and third generation of fu- 
neral directors dedicated to serving the people of Perry 
County. They offer the finest in dignified, efficient service, 
genuine concern for the needs of their neighbors, and a life- 
long commitment to making the county a better place to live. 
















QUALITY MACHINE QUILTING 
By SANDRA HUGGINS 










LocaTep On East MAIN STREET IN TAMAROA 





Quality Machine Quilting 

















Sandra has been machine quilting for several years, 
but only recently turned it into a business. She offers sev- 
eral patterns, free batting and reasonable prices. 

Sandra’s mother, Violette Fisher, taught her to piece 
and hand quilt when she was a little girl. Later she started 
machine quilting. She has won ribbons for her work and 
met the friendliness people, and because of her mother, 
her works have been seen all over the United States. 














SEARBY FUNERAL HOME 


The historic Searby 
Funeral Home began in 
1919 when H. W. and 
Mildred Schroeder be- 
gan offering funeral ser- 
vices to the Du Quoin 
area. Research shows 
funerals in the early years 
were paid for with barter- 

’ ing. In the mid 50s Mr. 

Shroeder sold the funeral 

home to W. M. Keeling 

who operated the funeral 

home for the next 25 

years. David and Linda 

Searby purchased the funeral home in 1975 and continue to 

provide professional services to the people of Perry County. 

The Kringer Funeral Home of Tamaroa was purchased 
by David and Linda Searby in 1974, providing the Tamaroa 
area with services. 

The Searby Family continues to carry out their motto 
of “Our Family Helping Your Family” with pre-need and at- 
need assistance at the death of your loved one. 

The Searbys purchased the beautiful Sunset Memorial 
Park Cemetery from the Allen family in 1978. They provide 
burial lots and a peaceful atmosphere for their loved ones. 



















Schroeder Funeral Home at 130 South 
Washington Street, Du Quoin. 








